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! The Senate Appropriations Com- 
mittee yesterday made substantial 
modifications in a major package of 
House-passed spending cuts, restor- 
ing some or all of the funds that had 
been deleted for low-income hous- 
ing, summer jobs, public broadcast- 
ing, the national service corps, 
school improvement programs, and 
subsidies for poor people’s utility 
bills. 

The measure was cautiously 
praised by a number of Senate Dem- 
ocrats as a necessary corrective to a 
$17.1 House spending cuts bill that 
they criticized for its heavy impact 
on programs for the poor, the young 
and the elderly. 

But the Senate measure still de- 
letes some $13.3 billion worth of 
spending commitments made in pre- 
viously enacted federal budgets 
without touching the $243 billion 
budgeted for defense. Although Sen. 
Pete V. Domenid (R-N.M.) called it 
just a “mini downpayment on where 
we have to go,” it puts the Senate on 
the budget-cutting track and affects 
dozens of programs from the arts to 
drug rehabilitation. 

Even after $6.7 billion of the total 
savings in the bill are allocated to 
such unanticipated costs as federal 
disaster relief in California, some 
$6.6 billion will be left over to be ap- 
plied to defidt reduction. Senators 
managed to preserve funds for pet 
projects such as a historic park in 
New Mexico and a Texas battlefield 
shrine. 

That only one Democratic senator 
voted against sending the bill to the 
full Senate showed the extent to 
which austerity has become an ac - ' s 
cepted fact of life in the GOP-con- '' 
trolled Congress. 

Democrats indicated that they will 
propose a number of changes when 
the bill goes to the floor next week. 

But there was little of the partisan 
acrimony and fireworks that charac- 
terized the debate in the House, 
even when Sen. Bob Kerrey (D- 
Neb.) unsuccessfully proposed an 
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amendment deleting money for federal 
building projects in states of several key 
Republican senators. 

Setting an almost courtly feme. Com- 
mittee Chairman Mark 0. Hatfield (R- 
Ore.) declared that reducing spending 
was “a commitment I believe we all 
share, regardless of party.” At the dose 
of the meeting, ranking Democrat Rob- 
ert C. Byrd (D-W.Va.) complimented 
Hatfield as a “Christian g entleman ” 

Among its key provisions, the Senate 
bill: 

■ Restores $2.1 billion of the $6.8 bil- 
lion House cuts in housing programs, 
including $186 million for sheltering 
AIDS sufferers, and $404 millio n for 
the operating budgets of local public 
housing authorities. 

■ Reinstates the full $1.3 billion 
budgeted for subsidizing the utility 
bills of low-income people, mostly el- 
derly, a program that the House ter- 
minated. 

■ Freezes at the 1995 level, but does 
not reduce as the House does, funding 
for the Corporation for Public Broad- 
casting. House Republicans have 
vowed to phase out the federal subsi- 
dy. 

■ Reduces 1995 funding for Resi- 
dent Clinton's national service pro- 
gram by $210 million, half what the 
House proposed. 

■ Restores $1 billion of the House 
cuts to the education budget, induding 
a restoration of $510 million for the 
school improvement program. The 
Senate also puts back all but $100 mil- 
lion of the amount cut by the House 
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. . . decries cuts to children’s programs 

for a schools drug and safety program. 

■ Concurs in the House cuts of $5 
million each in the budgets of the Na- 
tional Endowments for the Arts and 
the National Endowment for the Hu- 
manities, but restores most of the 
money cut by the House for the Na- 
tional Museum of the American Indian 
Cultural Center. 

■ Rearranges House priorities for 
funding environmental cleanup, by 
cutting money for work at Defense 
Department nudear facilities by $100 
million while rejecting the House cut 
in funds for the cleanup program at 
non-defense sites. 

■ Deletes $35 million of unspent 
funds from the women, infants and 
children supplemental feeding pro- 
gram, after determining that ample 
money will be available so that no eli- 


gible beneficiaries would be affected. 
The House cut was $25 million. 

■ Reduces the foreign aid budget by 
$100 million, compared with a House 
reduction of $191 million, but leaves it 
to the administration to decide how to 
allocate the cut. 

■ Increases the House cuts in the 
federal transportation budget by $1.2 
billion, by rescinding $1.3 billion of the 
estimated $2 billion unspent balance 
in the Federal Aviation Administration 
account for airport grants to commu- 
nities. The Senate bill also cuts $250 
million of unspent funds allocated to- 
ward the development of a high-speed 
“magnetic levitation” tr ain 

Despite the collegial atmosphere 
yesterday, tensions exist over a num- 
ber of key provisions of the bill. 

Like the House version, it leaves 
defense untouched, though the Senate 
bill does cut a modest $230 million re- 
duction in funds for military construc- 
tion. The GOP protection of the huge 
defense budget prompted Sen. Tom 
Harkin (D-Iowa) to protest that chil- 
dren’s programs such as Head Start 
and Healthy Start were taking hits but 
“we don’t have one dollar cut from the 
Pentagon.” 

“Couldn’t they have at least put up 
a hundred dollars?" Harkin asked. 

In what sounded almost like an invi- 
tation, Hatfield retorted: “Senator 
Harkin, I think that sounds like a good 
amendment on the floor.” 

Money will not be the only differ- 
ence to be reconciled with the House 
after the Senate passes the bill. The 
House version prohibits the adminis- 
tration from using funds to enforce an 


order prohibiting federal contracts 
with companies hiring permanent re- 
placements for striking workers. 

The explosive issue was dropped 
recently in the Senate after a Demo- 
cratic filibuster, and Hatfield said yes- 
terday that it would be futile for the 
House to insist that the provision stay 
in the final House-Senate compromise 
spending cuts bill. “We’ve done that 
exercise for this season,” he said. 

Another touchy matter is federal 
disaster relief, a key component of 
both bills. The House provides $5.3 
billion, less than the Senate’s $6.7 bil- 
lion. But the Senate sets all but $1.9 
billion aside in a special fund that the 
administration could not tap until after 
next Oct. 1, and would have to seek 
congressional approval to makp pay- 
ments out of it 

Sen. Barbara A. Mikulski (D-Md.), 
the sole Democrat voting not to send 
the bill to the Senate, said she would 
offer an amendment to makp every 
government account, except for vet- 
erans’ medical care, nutrition and de- 
fense readiness, allocate some of its 
funds to the disaster relief program. 
Under the present appropriations sys- 
tem, she noted, disaster funds must 
be allocated by the same subcommit- 
tee that makes money available for 
low-income housing. 

The subcommittee “should not be 
the bank for disaster relief for the en- 
tire nation,” she said. The subcommit- 
tee’s chairman. Sen. Christopher S. 
Bond (R-Mo.) echoed that view. 
“There’s no way the . . . subcommit- 
tee can be expected to pay for [all] 
disaster relief,” he said. 


